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general acclamation. But the British Government ran away from
its publicly expressed intention. That killed the League: it never
survived the shock. But what is to prevent any one of the Great
Powers repeating that action under the new international organisa-
tion? If a dispute is brought before the Council for settlement,
in which a Great Power is involved, or even if it is not itself
involved, and it decided to veto action, a situation is likely
to arise as bad, or even worse than, the autumn of 1935,
when Sanctions broke down. I am absolutely convinced there is
no hope for mankind except we can build up an effective international
organisation to enforce peace, but let it, at any rate, be on firm
foundations which will stand the effect of blast. This must involve
some surrender of absolute sovereignty, not only by small nations
but by all alike, great as well as small. What nation is going to
disarm so long as a Great Power can claim it is above the law and
can insist on immunity when only its interests are involved?

I made another visit to Geneva after the completion of the great
Peace Palace. Though there may be a criticism of its elevation,
there can be none of its situation, high up on a hill above the lake
and surrounded by a beautiful park. The planning of its interior
is perfect for its purpose, and every convenience is provided for its
members and the Press. Will the new world organisation abandon
this home, all ready for its use ? Switzerland did remain neutral
effectively throughout two great wars, and I cannot imagine a more
suitable headquarters for a peace organisation. It will be interesting
to watch events. Uno may yet decide that Switzerland is more
convenient than the U.S.A.

Whenever I visited Geneva I called in at the International
Labour Office. Whatever critics of the League might have to say,
not one can find fault with the industrial side. The office was well
run, there was goodwill among the staff drawn from all nations,
and I am satisfied it achieved useful constructive *work. I devoutly
hope the accumulated knowledge and experience gained will not
be scrapped, and the LL.O. will be embodied as part of the work
of the United Nations.

My journey back from Geneva to London was speedy and
uneventful. I left the hotel at 11 a.m. and was back in my West-
minster flat by 4.20 p.m. for tea. To-day, no doubt, the journey
could be done in even less time.

While I was in Geneva I met many people who had recently
been In Germany or were in close touch with it, and all testified to
the appalling horrors of the Hitler regime, which was closing its
grip on both the social and economic life of that country, Specially
interesting was the evidence of the American consul, who was con-
stantly being asked to give visas to persons who were anxious to